
Interpretation Week 2 

One of the great truths of the Protestant Reformation was the right to private interpretation. If you will recall, one of the 

things that Martin Luther did was to translate the Bible into German 

 

Martin Luther was protected by a German prince where William Tyndale was not so blessed. William Tyndale was 

strangled and burned at the stake for translating scriptures into English so that every man woman and child could have 

the Bible in their native tongue. 



 

 Private Interpretation is no substitute for inaccurate interpretation. 

 Private Interpretation never allows us to distort the scriptures or their meaning 

o Content – What we discover during the process of Observation (terms, tenses etc) 

o Context – Before and after 

o Comparison – Comparing Scripture with Scripture will more times than often will explain the passage 

best. This implies that you will need a Concordance or at the least a Chain Reference Bible. 

o Cultural and Historical – Understanding the backdrop of a passage often reveals the most light 

o Consultation – Study Materials (Study Bible with no Commentary, just cross references and wide 

margins for notes, a concordance that is exhaustive either Young’s or Strong’s, A good Bible Dictionary, a 

Bible Handbook and an Atlas. 

We are the most blessed with Bible resources and we neglect to utilize those resources to both our detriment and to the 

detriment of the next generation. We as believers have a solemn obligation to not only study to show ourselves 

approved, but to also train up other so that they can pass what we have learned to the next generation. To hoard this 

knowledge makes us no better than the Vatican that went out of its way to prevent everyday people from knowing the 

scriptures. 

The use of these study tools are only aides and not a substitute for doing your homework. Relying too much on a 

Commentary can be your detriment because we have to realize that Commentators were written by men just like us and 

they are subject to the same passions as we. 

The order should always be the Bible 1st and secondary sources later. 

 


