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Application Week 6 

Here we ask the question: “How does it Work? 

Being an engineering type, I have always been curious about how things work. While Bible Study Application is not the 

same as Engineering, there are principals that are the same. Consider if you will the Rube Goldberg Machine. 

 

Even though the machine is complicated, if you don’t know how it works, it is fun to look at but of little use. So it is with 

Bible Study. If you do not apply the Scriptures to your life, all the work of Observation and Interpretation will simply 

make you an intellectual and not a person who is Living by the Book.  

So Howard Hendricks has some learning objectives for us. 

 We have to Know 

 We have to Relate 

 We have to Meditate 

 We have to Practice 

When Dr. Hendricks uses the concept we have to know in order to apply, he is saying that if your interpretation is faulty, 

your application will be faulty. There is only one interpretation but how we apply that to our lives will be diverse. Dr. 

Hendricks reminds us that is we have completed the process of observation and interpretation, but failed to apply the 

scriptures, we perform an abortion on the Word of God. The Bible was not written for intellectual discussion, it was 

written to change our lives and help us to grow in our relationship to God. 

Dr. Hendricks wants us to understand that when applying the Word of God, we need to be able to apply it such that it 

relates to our everyday life. Take for instance the passage 2 Corinthians 5:17. Here Paul explains to us that when Christ 
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when we become a Christian, a change takes place in our lives. There are changes in our Home, in our thought 

processes, in our social life, in our sex life, in our business and in our community. People can see these changes. We 

sometimes refer to these applications as fruit in the believer’s life. Jesus gave a very powerful warning to his listeners 

when he gave His Sermon on the Mount in the Parable of the Sower. If no fruit is produced in a person’s life, that person 

is not a believer.  

The more we examine our Relationship with God, the more changes in our life will become apparent not only to our 

friends and co-workers, but to our family members. You will find as you grow closer to God in relating and applying the 

Scriptures, the greater the world will see you as an enemy and the more you will become the object of derision.  Next 

week we will discuss the second part of Application: (Meditation and Practice)
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