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Before we begin “Living by the Book” 

Ask yourself these questions: 

1. Why should Christians be able to study and apply the Scriptures on their own? 

2. Are these valid reasons why members should study the Bible on their own when their Pastor Teacher is 

a gifted scholar? 

3. Are there Scriptural references commanding believers to be students of the word? 

a. 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 

need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 

4. What can happen if we neglect to study the Word of God? 

a. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to 

have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 

desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

b. Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your 

God, I also will forget your children. 

c. Marriage is a lifelong work at developing and keeping strong a relationship with your spouse.  In 

the household texts of Paul’s letters to the Ephesians and Colossians, we see these commands 

given to husbands:  Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against 

them. Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her. How can we as believers truly strengthen  our relationship with Christ if we 

do not communicate and listen to him? 

d. Jesus said: "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments" (John 14:15). Ask yourself this 

question: How can I truly express my love for the King if I do not know his commandments? 

e. So Bible study should help us grow in our relationship with Christ. Bible study will teach us to 

accurately handle the word of God and Bible Study will keep us from Sin and help us to be good 

Bereans. Acts 17:10-11 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 

and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. Now these were more noble-

minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining 

the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 



   
 

f. We need to be well equipped so we can pass on to others what we have learned in our walk 

with Christ.  2 Timothy 2:2 “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many 

witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 

5. Dr. Hendricks has laid out a simple means whereby any believer can study the Scripture with a three 

tiered approach: (Observation where we ask the question:  “What do I see?”  Interpretation where we 

ask the question: “What does it mean?”  Application where we ask the question: “How does it work to 

change my life?” 

6. Let’s open up the discussion now and let each one of us share what we hope to accomplish from this 

series? 

7. There is a work book available through either christianbook.com or Amazon.com. I highly recommend 

you get the workbook. 

http://www.christianbook.com/
http://www.amazon.com/

